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objective of this study was to identify factors contributing to the
decision to attend or not attend a voluntary, screened cervical
cytology programme. We compared the characteristics of the

participants in the two groups, and the findings were consistent with
the expectations we had based on our previous studies

\[[@B15],[@B16]\]. These two populations differed with regard to
the following: 1) The majority of women attending a screened

programme were older, whereas most of the women who did not
attend were below the age of 30 years; 2) Women attending a

programme were more likely to be married and belong to the higher
socioeconomic classes, whereas the women not attending were
more likely to be single, employed or students; 3) The women

attending a programme were more likely to believe that screening is
an important preventive procedure, whereas women not attending

were less likely to express this belief. We also compared the
reported and real findings of the LBC services, and found the
majority of women were screened at recommended intervals

\[[@B8]\]. This was also the case when the service was compared
with the data from the Australian Cervical Cytology Registry (ACCR)

\[[@B17]\]. Using the ACCR data to estimate the uptake of the
service shows that in Australia approximately 86% of women

attending a screening programme are screened at recommended
intervals \[[@B18]\]. A recent study showed that women reporting

having been screened within two years were screened as
recommended in only 82.7%
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