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proclamation Friday afternoon closing all Illinois public schools, ordering the closure of nonessential businesses and suspending the state’s stay-at-home order to allow schools and businesses to reopen, according to a statement from his office. “To serve Illinois, our educators and students must return to school, and our businesses and essential workers must

return to the workforce,” Pritzker said in a press release. “As we begin to reopen and normalize the routines of daily life, we must also ensure that we remain vigilant against the spread of the virus.” BREAKING: Gov. JB Pritzker will issue an order suspending the state’s stay-at-home order during an executive session of the Illinois General Assembly
meeting today. #ilga #WeAreAllInThisTogether #11944 — Illinois Governor's Office (@GovOpinion) April 17, 2020 By the proclamation, schools will remain closed until May 3. Essential businesses, including grocery stores, pharmacies and gas stations, can begin reopening on April 20, although the governor directed the State Police to remain vigilant to

prevent COVID-19’s spread. Pritzker said the governor’s directive was based on an analysis done at the state’s public health emergency command center by the University of Chicago’s Center for Communicable Disease Dynamics that determined the number of new cases each day would be declining by mid-May and that efforts to reopen the economy
should not be rushed. While most private schools will remain closed, Pritzker said he expects the State Board of Education to announce an exemption for students whose schools are open on May 3. The Department of Children and Family Services will continue its practice of providing child care for students, but Pritzker said DCFS will be directed to make

sure child care providers remain safe. Planned Parenthood, Illinois’ leading provider of reproductive health care, said it is joining the governor in his directive to close schools. “Planned Parenthood and its staff are ready to return to work safely,�
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